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Earlham 3rd graders Learn to be Innovators 
Building bridges with straws and towers using spaghetti, Earlham 3rd graders are 
learning about engineering and the design process with the help from our county 
youth organizer at the Iowa State Extension and Outreach in Madison County.  
This 6 week 4-H STEM curriculum focuses on inquiry learning and hands-on, 
engineering opportunities for our students.  Students are paired into groups of 
2-4, and must learn to work through the challenges they are presented with.  Each 
lesson has well-defined learning outcomes, and those even less successful teams 
are able to walk away with a learned outcome of why this maybe didn’t work.  This 
weeks’ task for the students was to build a bridge from limited resources of straws 
and tape.  The students needed to construct a bridge that was 10 inches in length 
and could hold a can of beans.  Students learned about the history of bridges and a 
general understanding of tension and comprehension.  After a little learning about 

bridges, the work began for the students.  Each student 
came up with their own idea and sketched this idea out.  
Next they were placed into a small group to begin 
sharing ideas and trying them out.  After a limited 
amount of time, the students tested their 10 inch bridge 
out to see if it could hold a can of beans.  Discussions of why their design 
worked or didn’t work followed and new ideas flowed from their 
discussions. 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CARDINAL CHATTER

April 7 & 8 
Spring Play at 
7pm each 

Upcoming Events

See the master calendar at home.ecsdcards.com for more scheduled 
events.

April 3 
No School!  Full 
day Staff PD. 

April 12 

School Board 
Meeting @ 6 pm

April 19 

1 pm Early Out 
Dismissal for Staff PD

April 22 

Prom with Grand 
Entrance @ Comm. 
Center begins 7:45pm

http://home.ecsdcards.com
http://home.ecsdcards.com
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THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT CONTINUES 
TO SERENADE CROWDS   
The Earlham High School Jazz band earned 1st place in Class 2A at the Hoover Jazz Festival on 
Saturday, March 4.  Other 2A bands attending the festival included West Marshall, Cherokee, 
Woodward-Granger, Ogden, Madrid, and Van Meter.  
Grant Becker (guitar) and Austin Griswold (alto 
saxophone) were selected out of the entire class as 
All-Star Jazz outstanding musicians.  Elisabeth Evans 
(vibes) also earned an outstanding soloist certificate.  
The band's next performance will be at the Iowa Jazz 
Championships in Ames on Tuesday, April 4th.  The 
band is scheduled to perform at 3:15 PM.  For more information regarding the Iowa Jazz 
Championships, visit http://www.iowajazzchampionships.org.   

On March 10th, the auditorium was filled with another 
huge crowd of music supporters for the 7 - 12 Variety 
Show.  The middle school and high school choirs and 
bands performed with added acts such as the amazing 
jazz band and the All-State Speech musical theatre 
groups that were chosen to advance to that lofty level.  
The jazz band should make a CD of their music, and the 
HS choir Les Miserables number moved many in the 
audience to tears.  And, if you missed the concert, you 

may watch it on the Cube posted on the District website.    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Mark your calendars for May 11th.  EHS will be hosting the District/
Regional Track Meet and the entire school district will dismiss school at   
1 pm.  School dismisses at 1 pm on May 11th!!

SPRING MAP TESTING 
While it seems like students just completed Iowa Assessments, it has been two months, and it is already time 
for our next round of standardized tests.  The Measures of Academic Progress, or MAP, tests are the computer-
based tests that are taken by district students in the Fall, Winter and Spring.  These tests are intuitive, meaning 
that as a student answers a question correctly, they move on to more challenging questions.  Likewise, if they 
answer incorrectly, it will keep them at the same level before attempting another, higher level question. 

Elementary students will be MAP testing beginning April 10th, and running through April 21st while students 
in grades 7-12 will test the week of April 24th.  Please help us insure your student is able to give their very best 
efforts on these tests by making sure they get a good nights sleep each night, eat a nutritious breakfast each 
morning, and are in school for all testing periods.  Thank you also for stressing the importance of these tests as 
we do analyze results to help us adjust instruction to better meet your student’s needs going forward. 
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WCAC KNOWLEDGE BOWL 
The Earlham Community School's Knowledge Bowl teams did an 
outstanding job this year representing us in the West Central 
Activities Conference Academic 
Bowl competition in Ogden. The 
Conference had 12 teams 
competing this year.  The team of 
Bethany Connon, Maggie Luong, 
Olivia Nicholson, Alexis Huls, 
Skyler Jensen came in 1st 
winning each oral round and 
defeating  Des Moines Christian 
in the final round.  The team of 
Stephen Woolcott, Garret Taylor, Grant Becker, Tate Rasmussen,  
came in 5th.  The Team of Kari Coulter, Alexis Jensen, Kennedy 
Morris, Amy Smith came in 7th.

SCHOOL FOOD PANTRY 
One year ago, Earlham Schools opened a 
food pantry in conjunction with the Food 
Bank of Iowa to help serve a growing need 
among our students, family and community 
members in Earlham.  In this past year, the 
school food pantry has served: 

• 244 on site meals 

• 65 individual households 

• 255 household individuals 

All information about individuals served is 
kept completely confidential!  If you, or 
someone you know has a need, the food 
pantry is stocked regularly.   

Canned goods and 
shelf-friendly, non-
perishable food 
items are 
supplemented with a 
full refrigerator and 
freezer of meats and 
other perishables. 

Hours of operation are any time in the 
school day Monday - Friday.  Please check 
in with the office first or call ahead.  The 
pantry can be open on the weekends or 
outside of school hours by appointment by 
emailing or calling, Crystal Hale, Mindy 
Harskamp, Kayla Selby, or Marty Dalton.  
Through the summer it will be best to 
contact Crystal or Mindy. 

NOW PRESENTING.... 
The Earlham Drama Department has been working hard on the 
2016-2017 Spring Play.  On Friday, April 7th and Saturday, April 
8th at 7:00 PM,  approximately 50 high school students (both on 
and off the stage) will transform the stage into a strange fairy tale 
land and present to you The Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon.  The 
fairy tales of the Brothers Grimm are turned on their heads in this 
fast-paced, rollicking ride as our narrators and actors attempt to 
combine all 209 stories.  You'll hear classics like Snow White, 
Cinderella, and Hansel and Gretel.  You'll also hear some bizarre, 
obscure stories like The Devil's Grandmother and The Girl Without 
Hands. The Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon is a wild, free-form 
comedy, very similar to the Monty Python movies.  It is full of 
laughs and audience participation!   

While this is a fun family show, please be advised that there is some 
mild adult language and humor.  

We hope to see you on Friday, April 7th and Saturday, 
April 8th at 7:00 PM.   

Admission is $8/adults and $5/students

DATE CHANGE 

The 5 - 8 Music Concert will 
now be May 18th at 7 pm!!
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NEW YORK, NEW YORK! 
On Monday, March 13th, 54 people from the music department 
embarked on a snowy trip to New York City!  After some delays and 
rerouting, they finally arrived and had two very full days of sight seeing 
and awesome musical experiences!  In addition to the main attractions (Statue of 
Liberty, Ellis Island, Empire State Building, 9/11 Memorial Museum, Times Square) 
the students participated in a Broadway Classroom Workshop led by two actors 

currently working in NYC.  They also received a 
tour of the Lincoln Center for the Performing 
Arts and got to visit buildings like Juilliard 
School of Music and the Metropolitan Opera 
House.  The group also saw Wicked on Wednesday night 
and the New York Philharmonic on Thursday night, 

featuring world-renowned Cellist Yo Yo Ma.  This 
was a trip full of once-in-a-lifetime experiences! 
They arrived safely back in Earlham on Friday March 
17th, very tired but very happy and musically fulfilled! 

INDIVIDUAL STATE SPEECH LEAVES US 
SPEECHLESS! 
On Saturday February 25th, 17 students took 23 events to Individual District Speech Contest at ADM High School.  
From those, 17 events qualified for state contest, which took place two weeks later (March 11th) at Johnston High 
School. 16 events were performed, 14 receiving Division I ratings.  It was the best showing Earlham has had at 
individual state speech!  The results by category are: 

 Poetry: Olivia Nicholson -- Division II, Taylor Nichols -- Division I and Maggie Luong -- Division I 

Radio News: Grant Becker -- Division I and Joshua Woolcott -- Division I 

After Dinner Speaking: Collin Volz -- Division I, Karl Heimberger -- Division I and Lauren Thomson -- Division I 

Musical Theatre: Eva Fisk -- Division I, Joshua Woolcott -- Division I, Grant Becker -- Division I, Stephen 
Woolcott -- Division I and Jenna Becker -- Division I 

Prose: Courtney Hohertz -- Division I   

Story Telling: Karl Heimberger -- Division I  

Public Address: Maggie Luong -- Division II 

Students who receive Division I ratings can be nominated for All-State Speech.  This is the 
highest honor bestowed upon students who participate in speech.  The size of the school is 
not a factor -- 4A students compete against 1A students.  The top students across the state 
are selected to perform in the All-State Festival at the University of Northern Iowa.  This 
year, Eva Fisk was nominated for Musical Theatre and Grant Becker was nominated for 
both Musical Theatre and Radio News (they are pictured to the right).  It is extremely rare 
to have a freshman, Eva, qualify for All-State, and even more rare for a student to qualify in 
two areas, Grant.   Congratulations to all on a very successful speech season!!
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Preschool and 8th Grade Buddies 
Earlham preschool students have been studying buildings. They recently took a closer look at the school 
building. They explored the school and used a new skill of making tally marks to track the different rooms in 
the building. While exploring, the students discovered some new rooms and could not believe that there was a 
classroom full of computers! The preschoolers wanted to learn more. The idea quickly came together as Ms. 
Brus, preschool teacher, and Ms. Waugh, K-8 technology teacher, collaborated. To add to the excitement of 
visiting the lab, a group of 8th grade experts agreed to help teach them the parts of the computer and how to 
navigate different games. Each preschooler had the opportunity to design their own house on the ABCya 
website with an 8th grade buddy. Once it was finished, the preschoolers were able to print their house and 
plan to use it in their classroom for future math and literacy activities. This was a fun and engaging 
opportunity for both age groups.  Preschoolers are planning more visits in the future.

Earlham Schools is hosting the State Solo and Small Ensemble Contest 
this Saturday, April 1st!  Come out and listen to wonderful vocal and 
instrumental talent from Earlham students as well as many other schools.  OR, feel 
free to contact Jill Eichner-Brown or Ashley Maiers via the District Office at 
515-758-2214 if you would be interested in volunteering (lots are needed still)!

SQUIRRELS IN EARLHAM ELEMENTARY? 
The bushy-tailed friends scurrying around for acorns and corn stayed outside the building, but 2nd and 3rd 
graders turned into “squirrels" for a very fun concert held on March 23rd!  Middle School and High School 
concerts consistently get rave reviews of "civic center worthy" performances.  However, the talent is at all age 
levels as the Earlham Music Department is outstanding.  The elementary grades are under the direction of 
Holly Homan (she also helps with 5th and 6th grade 
band), while Ashley Maiers handles all the vocals from 
grades 6 - 12.  And finally, Nate Sletten directs all the 
instrumental programs including marching band, pep 
band, jazz band and concert band for grades 5-12.   

This year, all elementary concerts are coupled with an 
art show that showcases the artistic talents of students in 
the grades performing that evening.  Shelly Berkowitz is 
the elementary and middle school art teacher.
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GYM PROJECT BLUEPRINTS 
The District has been in the process of working on upgrading the facilities with an expanded gym that will essentially 
make the elementary practice gym into a full competition gym capable of hosting post-season tournament games, or 
being divided into two courts for practices.  The process began this past Fall with tours of other recent gym additions 
near the town of Earlham before moving on to Facilities Committee and School Board approval to move forward with 
the process.  The catalyst to move on with this project came with the knowledge that the all-weather track and football 
field complex will be paid off in the Summer of 2017.  Money can now be shifted to the building of a gym, locker 
rooms, new weight facility and increased safety features for the school district.  This was the original Phase II of the 
building project that was completed in the Summer of 2003 with the classroom and fine arts addition that included 
the auditorium, district office and commons area, as well as a new front entrance. 

According to SVPA, the Schematic Design Phase, the Design Development Phase  and the Construction Document 
Phase have all been completed with the Special Board meeting held on March 29th when the School Board reviewed 
and approved the design detailed below (the blueprints below are simply page one of multiple pages and detail the  
main floor of the project).   The Bidding and Negotiation Phase will happen the month of April culminating with the 
School Board Public Hearing and Approval of Bids at 6 pm on April 26th.  A pre-bid meeting will be held at 1:30 pm 
on April 10th with a bid opening date of April 20th at 2 pm.   Both of these meetings will be held in the District Office. 

The actual Construction Phase will last approximately ten months beginning with the portable classroom removal in 
late May and final completion scheduled for March, 2018 pending appropriate bids being received and approved in 
April of 2017.
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Get the Cardinal Chatter delivered to your mailbox or inbox! 
We will publish this newsletter monthly throughout the school year to keep our 
school community updated on our progress as a district.  Copies will be 
available at local businesses and it will be posted on the school website, but 
you can elect to have the Chatter delivered directly to your home via email or 
mail!  Simply go online to http://goo.gl/dJ08ds or call the district office at 
758-2214 to get signed up to receive all future issues! 

Looking for more information about our school? Check out our school website at 
home.ecsdcards.com for additional announcements, a calendar of events, the staff directory, 
program information and more.

From the Board Table 
At their meeting on March 22, 2017, Mrs. Knight presented information to the Board on Multi-Tiered System of 
Supports or MTSS. The Iowa Department of Education defines MTSS as a “decision-making framework of evidence-
based practices in instruction and assessment that addresses the needs of all students.” 

There are 5 Essential Components to MTSS: 
1. Evidence-Based Curriculum and Instruction provided at the Universal Tier: This component assures that all students 
are provided research based core instruction of the Iowa Core Standards. 
2. Universal Screening Process will be developed: Data will be collected and analyzed a minimum of three times per 
year. For example, in the middle school and high school, the staff will look at classroom academics, standardized test 
scores, student attendance, discipline referrals and other factors that would indicate if a student is “on-track”, “at-risk” 
or “off-track”. 
3. Evidence-based Targeted and Intensive Interventions will be provided to each student who needs them: Through the 
use of the Universal Screening process, students will be identified and interventions will be used to challenge those 
students who are meeting or exceeding expectations and different interventions will be implemented for students who 
are not meeting expectations. 
4. Progress Monitoring Data will be collected and used to guide instruction for students receiving Targeted or Intensive 
Instruction: As students receive additional instruction/interventions, their progress will be monitored to determine if 
these specific strategies are providing the student with what they need to be successful. Adjustments to the specific 
interventions can/will be changed as needed. 
5. Data-Based Decision Making: Analysis of student data is a continuous process. The Universal Screening process 
will be used to monitor growth. 

Mr. Houghton presented the work being done with the Hyperstream program in conjunction with Pioneer. The students 
are working on projects to develop the animation for computer simulated games by learning the coding that is required 
to make the graphics work. Cole Mundus showed the Board both the start of a simulated game he created as well as the 
process to program the computer to accomplish the goal of the game. The middle school students are also working 
with Pioneer on projects in robotics. 

The next School Board meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 12th for the budget hearing as well as a regular 
meeting.

http://home.ecsdcards.com
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